ADOPTED - OCTOBER 23, 2012

Agenda Item No. 10

Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE 
2010 POTTER PARK ZOO MASTER PLAN

RESOLUTION #12-350

WHEREAS, Potter Park Zoo has been approved by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, the Michigan Department of Agriculture and the Association of Zoos and Aquariums to include moose in its collection; and

WHEREAS, the original site for the moose exhibit has major infrastructure issues not identified by the 2010 master plan including a high pressure natural gas pipeline; and

WHEREAS, the costs for construction of the moose exhibit in the site identified in the Master Plan are estimated to be 10 to 20 times the cost of placing the moose exhibit in the duck pond area; and

WHEREAS, staff has determined resources can be conserved by locating the moose exhibit in the existing former white-tailed deer exhibit utilizing the existing duck pond; and

WHEREAS, the principles of conservation are the foundation for the mission of Potter Park Zoo, using the existing natural features of the duck pond will significantly reduce the amount of resources necessary to create suitable habitat for the moose; and

WHEREAS, the space originally identified by the Master Plan for the moose will accommodate, with little modification, the North American Bison; and

WHEREAS, this resolution was supported by the Zoo Board and Parks & Recreation Commission with the passage of resolutions at their September meetings.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners approves an amendment to the 2010 Potter Park Zoo Master Plan to move the moose exhibit from the proposed Michigan Lake and Drift Plains of the Michigan Ecosystems Region to the Duck Pond area adjacent to the proposed Red Cedar Ecology Center.  
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Holman, Schor, Grebner, Celentino, De Leon, Vickers

   Nays:  None         Absent:  None      Approved 10/16/12
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, McGrain, Nolan, Bahar-Cook, Dougan

  Nays:  None          Absent:  Tennis           Approved 10/17/12
